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ORIGINAL COMMUNCATIONS. 
, FOR THE COSPEL ADVOCATE. 
LETTOR NO. 3. 

To Elder Joseru Baveorr, of Mendon, Man- 
roc, co. N. Y. 

Sm : You and the publick will have per- 
ceived the difficulty inywhich your first propo- 
sition has. involved you, and the folly you 
manifested. in adopting the course you did.— 





Whether your sccond.will turn out .morc.to | 


your credit, I shall endeavour to put the com- 
munity.in a way todetermine.. In the secon: 
place, you say, (7 ** Universalism is contra- 
ry ta.the word of God.” 

It is to. be. observed, that, what: has been 
said, in, regard to ‘‘the principles of sound 
reasoning,” isequally applicable herc, and need 


not be repeated . For it will not be questioned, | 


that «** the wortl of God’’ is cousistent with 
‘sound reasoning,” or it is not. There 1s no 
middle course to be taken. If it be not, it is 
ofno.useto reasonable beings. it is, which, 
to. me, is-as obvious as any other truth, what 
reason proves, in relation to this subject, is 
also proved by revelation. And as itis our 


belicf, that ‘*the word of God” contaias.an | 


account of the ‘* duty, interest and final des- 
tiny of all men,” it is to the latter fact, that 
{ shall chiefly draw your, and the publick’s 
attention. “ 

}. “Tur worp or Gop” proves the sal- 
vation of all men, on the ground, that “ God 


will render to every mar according. to his | 
“ He will by NO MEANS clear the | 
He will punish * ail | 


works.” 
guilty,” Num. 14, 18. 
the kingdoms of the worl, which arc upow the 
face of the earth,” Jer. 25, 15, 26. ++ Behold, 


“ALL SOULS. ARE MINE; as the soul uf | 


the father, so also, the soul of the son is mine ; 
the soul that sinneth it shall dic,” Cor. 18, 4. 
% The wicked shall be turned into hkell,* and 
ALL THE NATIONS that forget God.” 
Ps. 9,17. “The fire shall try every man’s 
work,” Ist Cor. 8, 12, 15, ‘ He that doeth 
wrong shall receive for the wrong which he 
hath.done, and there is no respect of persons, 
Col. 3, 25.. “Behold, I come quickly, and 


* Hebrew, sheol, Greek, hades. Literaily, “ the 
state of thé dead, without any reference to the good- 
ness or badness of the persons, their happiness or 
misery.”—-Dr. Campbell. figuratively, mental an- 
gGuish.—Camp: 2nd Sam. 22, 6; Ps. 86, 12,and 116,3 





os aM Rat ct 
| my reward is with me, to give EVERY MAN 
| ACCORDING. AS TIS WORK SHALL 
| BE,” Revy.22, 12. Alj, acquainted. with the 
| Scriptures, know to what a length I could con- 
| tinve similar quotations, proving the positive 
_and unconditionad punishment of every offend- 

er for,every offence; but the above are suffi- 
' cient for the present purpose. 

Sir, 1 would have you look at your favourite 
theory, herg,,and compare it with ‘ the souid 
principles @ ag oF You profess to be- 
lieve.in revelation, I think... Do.you admit 
the unqualified truth of the above texts of * the 
word of God?” And do you contend, that the 
| sins of mankind subject them to ceaseless an- 
, guish-or eternal slumber? Which you cer- 
| tainly believe, [know not, nor do [ think there 

can be found three individuals belonging to 
| the societies where you labour, who can tell 
what you do believe!! But it matters not 
which of the two. They are both horrid and 
final ; and in either case, the whole race of’ 
man, would be consigned to unending and un- 
| utterable wo, or to eternal. unconsciousness ! ! 

setting aside such as may not have sinned. I 

fearlessly, though. with humble deference, 
| declare, that there is not a denomination of 
Christians an earth, who repose honourable and 
due confidence and faith in the holy scriptures, 
embracing allthe threatenings and promises, 
the judgments and mercies, except the Univer- 
salists! Infidelity, in some of its forms, 
| though, perhaps, in some cases innocently, és 
| found in every system of partial salvation ! 
By attaching infinite consequences to the 
threatenings, they destroy the promises, which 
are made for all nations, kindreds and fami- 
| lies of the eurth ; and by a vicarious atonement, 
| they deny the threatenings, at least, to a part 
of mankind ; and charge the immutable Ru- 
| ler of the universe, with partiality and dou- 
ble-mindeduess' There uever was, nor can 
there be, a limited system of salvation, which 
allows salvation to man, on any other princi- 
ples, than, at the expense of the strictest and 
most reasonable demands of justice! Hence 
it is, that you “strengthen the hands of the 
wicked by promising them life,” at the char- 
i ges ofanother. They are led to admit the 
horrid dogma of endless misery, and, that, if 
they are saved, they must be delivered from 
what theirsins have merited, The object be- 
| comes magnified to their distorted senses, and 
| they lose sight of the design of the gospel of 
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Jesus, which isto save us frovt our sins. In- 
deed, present salvation is, in a measure, by 
this doctrine, sunk into nothing, when com- 
pared to infinite ; and “by promising 


"He “ worketWall things after the counsel of 


his own Will, in the army of heaven, and 


; among the inhabitants of the earth, and none 


can stéy his ‘hand, or say unto him, what doest 


them deliverance” from all deserved punish- | thou,” Dan. 4, 35; Eph. 1, 21. Js it* sound 


tent, you * strengthen” their hands to con- 
tinue in sin, and répent at some futurd day! ! 

2. “Tue worp or Gop” proves the salva- 
tion of ail men, on the ground, that the object 
of punishment is reformation. We have seen, 
alréady, that chastisement is threatened to 
every offender. And it is further evident, that 
«« whatever'the law saith, it saith to them that 
aré under the law; that every mouth may be 
stopt, and all the world may become guilty 
before God,” Rom. 3, 19. We have also seen 
that * there is no respect of persons with God,” 
Acts 10, 34; Col. 3,25. Hence, if he chas- 
tise one individual for benevolent purposes, 
his object is the same in regard to-ajl, and ever 
will be, while there remains an offender, for 
ke is without variableness or shadow of turn- 
ig, James, 1, 17;° (G>* ft be gee for me, 
that F have been afflicted, that I might learn 
thy statutes. Iknow, O Lord, that thy judg- 
ments are right, and, that thou in fuith fatness 
hast afflicted me,” Ps 119, 71,75, ‘ The 
Lord will'not cast'off forever ; but though he 
cause rh yet will he have compassion accord- 
ing to the multitude of his mercies; for he 
doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the chil- 
dren. of men,” Lam. 3, 31, 33, God “is 
kind to the unthank fal and the evil,” Luke, 6, 
35; Matt. 5,45. He inflicts chastisement, 
“ of which all are partakers,” * for our profit, 
that we might be partakers of his holiness,” 
Heb. 12, 5, [1 

Here, sir, in connexjon with ‘the sound 
principles of reasoning,” let it be asked, is the 
above object of punishment consistent with 
the character of our merciful Father? Are 
not his wisdom, his goodness, and his power, 
combied to effect the salvation of his off- 
spring? And can infinite love, wisdoni and 
a fail to accomplish the object in view ? 

ill God be endlessly chastising his creatures 
for their good? or will such chastisement end 
in their annihilation 1 Answer these questions, 
sir, when you have leisure, according to ‘* the 
principles of sound reasoning.” 

_&. * Tue worp or Gop” proves the salva- 
tion of all’men, on the ground, thatthe desti- 
mes of all flesh are in the hands of our merci- 

Creator. He.“ declared the end from the 
Fegan , saying my counsels shall stand; 

YT will lo all my pleasure,” sd. 46, 10. 
He sent Jesus to be “ the Saviour of the world,” 
atid we have the assurance, that “he shall not 
{wil nor be discouraged ;’ and that ‘ the plea- 
Sute.of Jehovah shall prosper in his hands,” 
Tet John, 4, 14, Isa. 42, 4, and’ 53, 10. Christ 
came to do the will ofthe Father ; and it is 
ago him, that he shall fulfil: all his will, 

doh: 6; 88, 39, comp. Acts, 13, 22, 23. 


| reasoning,” sir to contend, that Omnipotente 
| Wilk fail to accomplish his perposes 7 
4. ** Tue worn or Gon” proves the salva- 
| tion of altmen, by direct and positive testimony. 
As it was said above, that “ the wicked shall 
| be tarned into hell, (sheol, ) and all the nations 
| that FORGET God ;” so, we have the testi- 
| mony of the same authour, that “all the ends 
| of the world SHALL. REMEMBER aad turn 
| unto the Lord; and all the kindreds of the 
| nations shall come and worship before him,’’ 
| Ps. 22,27. ‘All nations whom thou hast 
made, shall come and worship before thee, 
© Lord; and shall glorify thy name,” Ps. 86, 
9 ‘ And in this mountain, shall the Lord 
of Hosts make~ unto all people a feast of fat 
things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat 
things full of marrow, of wines on the lees 
well refined; and he will destroy, in this 
mountain, the face of the covering cast over 
all people, and the veil that is spread over all 
nations. He will swallow up death in victory; 
and the Lord God will wipe away tears’ from 
off all faces, and the rebuke of his people will 
he take away from off all the earth, for tic 
Lord hath spoken it,” Isa. 25,6, 8: “TIT have 
sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my 
mouth iz righteousness, and shall not retiirn, 
that unto me every knee shall bow, every 
tongue shall swear,” com. “ Wherefore God 
also hath highly exhalted him (Jesus) and 
given hima mame which is above every name, 
that in the name of Jesus, every knee should 
bow, of things in heaven, of things in earth, 
and things under the earth; and that every 
tongué should'confess that Jesus Christ is Lord- 
to the glory of God the Father :’”’ isa: 45, 28; 
24, Phil. 6,9,11. “ That inthe dispensation 
of the fulness of times, he might gather togeth- 
erin one for pecan all’ things in Christ, 
(** if any man be in Christ, he is a new crea- 
ture,” 2d Cor. 5, ¥7,) both which are in’ hea- 
ven and which are on earth, even in him,” 
Eph. I, 10. “ And‘having made peace through 
the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile al! 
things unto himself; by him E say, whether they 
be things m earth or things im heaven,” Col. I, 
20. **God was, in Christ, reconciling the world 
unto himself, not imputing unto them oe 
world) their trespasses,” 2@Cor. 5, 19: «« Who 
will have all men to be saved, and to-come'to 
the knowledge of the truth; for there is one 
God, and one thediator between God and'men, 
the man’ Christ Jésus, who gave himselfa ran- 
sem for all; to be testified in due time,” Ist 
Tim. 2, 4,6,“ And this is life eternal, that 
they might KNOW thee; the only true God; 
and Jesus Christ, whom thow hast sent:”— 
« Phey shall’ all be taught of Gods and 
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they shall not teach every man his neighbour, 
and every man his brother, saying, know the 
Lord, for all shall KNOW me from the least 
to the greatest. For | will be merciful to their 
unrighteousness, and their sins, and their 
iniquities will I remember no more,” St. John, 

L7, 3, and 6, 45, and Heb. 8,11, 12. Andas 
the result of the foregoing declarations of holy 
writ, and a full confirmation of- what I have 
been endeavouring to show, John, in. vision, 
says, ‘‘and I beheld, and heard the voice of 
many angels round about the throne, and the 
living creatures,” and the elders, and the num- 
ber of them was ten thousand times fen thou- 
sand, and thousands of thousands, saying with 
aloud voice, Worthy isthe Lamb that was 
slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom 
and strength, and honour, and glory, and bless- 
ing. And every creature which is in heaven, 
and on the earth, and under the earth, and 
such as are [on] the sea, and all that are in 
them, heard I, saying, Blessing, and honour, 
and glory, and power, be unto him who sitteth 
on the throne, and unto the Lamb forever and 
ever,” Rev. 5, 11, 13. 

By ‘the word of God,” and “ the sound 
ec of reasoning,” we. are instructed, 

. That our heavenly Father had a benevolent 
object in view, in creating our species. 2. 
That ** all have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God,” Rom. 3,23. 3. That “he 
who doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong 
which he hath done.” See above. 4. That 
the object of God, in chastising every man, is 
to reform him. 5. That the designs and “' coun- 
sels” of Omnipotence, cannot be frustrated. 
6. That God loves the world, and his love is 
as. immutable as it is unlimited; hence, 7. 
er That * all men will ved, and come to 
the knowledge of the trutl,” and ‘rise from 
glory to glury, even by the spirit of the Lord.” 

Sir, how many more'¥easons can you give 
why you are nota Universalist? If I have 
not been misinformed,. you said you could 
give fifty!!! We should like to see more of 
them, if they are any better than those you hate 
given! Suppose you order your reasons if- 
serted in the Advocate! The doetrine of 
Universalism is rapidly spreading, which, if 
false ought to be chetked ; and should your 
reasons tend to enlighten the publick in thes 
important matters, you might ignmortalize 
your names and, perhaps, hereafter be canon- 
ized ! 

But, sir, I entertain no doubt, that thefe can 
be many substantial reasons given, why you 
are not an Universalist! and which! might be 
distinguished by ‘ the sownd principles of rea- 
soning,” and by “ the word of God” Bat 
thesé would have as little weight in proving 
Universalism false. as your atguments had ! 
I regret that the subject has necessarily called 


—- 
* Kneeland’s translation. 





forth these reflections ; but it may teach you 
in fature, that ‘‘those who live in glass houses 
should be careful how they cast stones,” 
Your third reason will next come under 
examination, which | shall give all the atten- 


tion it deserves. Yours &c. 
W. I. REESE 
West Mendon, July, F827. 
—e 


BOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


Mr. EprrTor, 

Sir—I wish to be indulged in a few re- 
marks, through the medium of the Preés, on 
the charge of dishonesty so often laid at the 
door of Universalists It is frequently said of 
them, they do not believe the sentiments they 
attempt to vindicate. I have frequently been 
charged with dishonesty, in this respect, by 
those who are as destitute of true politeness, as 
they are pregnant with bigotry and prejudice, 
1 am frequently accosted thus: You don’t be- 
lieve the doctrine you profess ; you do not be- 
lieve in Universal Salvation; you know yon 
do’nt ; its so inconsistent, co absurd, so unrea- 
sonable, you can’t believe it. Another addres- 
ses me with more apparent politeness, with s 
smiling countenance, accompanied with a flat~ 
tering compliment, and says: Now you dont 
really believe all men will be saved; its'so in- 
consistent ; you are too good a man to believe 
such an absurdity, that all wicked men are go- 
ing to be saved and go to heaven; you can’t be- 
lieve it, &c. &c.—Now, Mr. Editor, 1 wish to 
continae this sort of irony by adding a few more 
ironical remarks. It is said the dodtriné of 
Universal Salvation is too absurd, too unrea- 
sonable, too inconsistent, to be believed. 


How inconsistent it is to believe that God 
will deliver all his erring offspring from moral 
pollution ! that he will cleanse them from every 
foul stain of moral turpitude, ftom every sin- 
| ful desire, from every evil propensity, and cause 
| them all to love and worship him in spirit and 
| in trath, is truly incredible! Notwithstanding, 
| it is the desire of every benevolent heart; the 
| devout prayer of every Christian; the real de- 
 siré of every philanthropick soul. How imcon- 

sistent, how incredible, that God, who is 
Love,” should grant this desite, when the 
command of God’s law is universally, **‘ Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
| and thy neighbour as thyself”. How incon- 
sistent to believe thie command .will we hey 
i obeyed, when God promised to Abram, Ge. 
| xii. 3, that imbis seed, which is Christ, Gal. 
| iii. 16, ands. © * AN the families of the earth 
| shall be blessed’™, How absurd to believe that 

this promise will be fulfilled. When 
Psalmist David says, Psalms Ixxxvi. 9. “All 
nations: whom thou hast made shall come ie 
glori 





; 
' 


worship befare thee, O Lord, and shall gl 
fy’ thy name.” How inconsistent it is.to be- 
heve it, when the Lord declares with an oath, 
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fsaiah xiv. 23,24, “'That unto him every knee 
shall bow ; every tongue shall swear, surely 
shall say in the Lord have I righteousness and 
strength.” How unreasonable to snppose this 
will be done! how absurd to believe that a Be- 
ing of infinite wisdom, who comprehends at 
one view, all intellectual nature, who declares 
the end from the beginning, and from ancient 
times the things that @re“not yet done saying, 
‘* My counsel shail stand, and [ will do all my 
pleasure,” Isaiah xlvi. 10, should, according 


to his good pleasure, purpose in himself to | 


gather together in one, all things in Christ, 
both which are in heaven and which are on 
earth, even in him. Ephe. i. 9, 10.. When the 
fiving God is declared to be the Saviour of all 
men, and Timothy is exhorted to command 
and teach these things, | ‘Tim iv.10, 11. how 


{ 
{ 
| 
| 
| 





absurd to believe he will save all men! When it | 


was said by the angel Luke, ii. 10, ‘* Behold I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, which 


believe all people will be benefitted by it. When 
Christ was declared to be the ** Saviour of the 
world, Jolin iv. 42, how unreasonable to sup- 
pose the world will be saved. When Christ, 
by the grace of God, hath ‘* tasted death for 
every man; Heb. i. 9. how inconsistent to 
believe that ‘* He shall sce of the travail of his 
sou! and shall be satisfied, Isaiah lii. 14. When 
jt pleased the Father that in him (Christ) 
should -all. fulness. dwell, and having made 
peace through the blood of his cross, by him 
to reconcile all things unto himself,” Col. i. 
19, 20.<how absafd to believe-all will be re- 
conciled. When Christ is declared to be “the 
head of the church,” ‘‘the head over all things,” 
* the head of every man,” Col. 1.18. Eph,i. 
22. 1 Cor. xi. 3. how inconsistent to believe 
that every man is or will be a member of that 
head! When God hath appointed his Son Jesus 
“‘mEIR TO ALL THINGS,” I[feb. i. 2. how in- 
credible that he will possess his inheritance. 
Whiten he “ gave himgelf a ransom for all, to be 
testified in due time,” 1 Tim. ii 6 how. ab- 
surd to believe that the ‘‘ ransomed of the Lord 
shall return and come to Zion, with songs of 
everlasting joy upon their heads,” Isaiah xxxv. 
10.; When the Apostle Peter declares “the 
restitution of all things,” is a doctrine “ which 
God hath spoken-by the mouth of al] his holy 
prophets since the world began,” Acts iii. 21, 
how inconsistent itis to believe the ‘‘restitu- 
tion of-all things!” Whenthe Apostic John be- 
held and heard “every creature which is in hea- 
ven and on the earth and under the earth, and 
such.as are inthe sea,ever all that arc in them, 
saying, “Blessing and honour, and glory and 
power, be unto him that sitteth on the throne, 


and unto the Lamb for ever and ever,”’ Rey. v. | thiten whetinat'the Grace of the Holy One of 


13. how. inconsistent to believe the ‘*Amen.” 
How absurd and ugreasonable to Believe that 
s9 it will be. 


Having presented ‘the reader with a few in- 
consistencies! and absurdities, we will now of- 
fer something ‘that appears more consistent 
and reasonable. It appears reasonable and 
consistent that a Being of infinite wisdom, who 
created all worlds'and creatures, who foresaw 
every event that would take’ place long before 
mah -existéd on the earth, who is infinite In 
wisdom, power, holiness justice, goodness, and 
trath, would bring into. existence millions of 
intelligent creaturcs, make them capable of 
enjoying happiness and of suffering misery, 
*‘Govern all his creatures and all their ac- 
tions,’ (Westminister Chatechism.) make one 
part of his creatures infinitely happy ina world 
without end. consign the rest to a place of 
torment of indisecribable’ anguish, continue 
that torment'and anguish through the endless 
ages of a literal eternity—this is consistent, 
this is credible, there is no doubt of the truth 
ofit! Yes, when millions aud millions of ages 


shall be to all people,” how. inconsistent to shall have rolled away, their misery shall then 


be but just commencing, cémpared with eter- 
nity. When as many millions of ages shall 
have rolled away, as there are grains of sand 
in the earth, and leaves on the trees, and drops 
of water in the ocean; will their agony then 
cease ? will they then be liberated? Wo, it 
is reasonable and consistent to believe, that 
they will never, never, never be released !! 
Their shrieks, their groans and piercing cries 
are to echo and re-echo through the black 
regions of hell to all eternity !!  {t is reasona- 
ble to believe, that that Being, who first’ gave 
them existence, who says ‘as I live { have no 
pleasurein the death or him that “dieth,” will 
perpetuate and continue their ‘hopeless, deathi- 
less existence through tlic endless ages of 
eternity. Thisis rea@gon! ‘This is consistency! 
When, for this purpese; the Son of God, was 
‘* manifest, to destroy the works of the devil,” 
Ist Joha, iii,8, to ‘destray death and. him 
that had the power ofdeath, that is the’ devil,” 
how reasonable to suppose that-death, yea, 
infinite death, will eternally reign!! But-I 
must stop the blasphemy. Notwithstanding 
the above is written ironically, yet it sounds 
wicked in the extreme, O thou God of jus- 
tice, whose wisdom. is without partiality and 
without hypocrisy, let me never ascribe to thee 
such a character, a character that would dis- 
grace a.Nero! a character, which, if ascribed 
to the foulest fiend in thy vast creation, he would 
spurn it with contemptuous indignity. Isit not 
a contradiction in terms, to affirm, thata being, 
possessing all the attributes of infinite. wisdom, 
will cternally sport with the miseries of his 
own. offspring, the workmanship of his own 
hands? Let this matter: be pressed home 
upon every candid, discerning mind. « Let 


Israel, who may chance to read this commu- 
nication, and who may be about to join some 
society, and subscribe to the doctrine of end- 






























GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


253 





Jess misery, pause for a moment. Stop,—con- 
sider; beware what character you ascribe to 
that Being, whom you cal! infinitely good.— 
Beware of ascribing a character to him, so 


abhorrent to the best feelings he has given you ; | 


so.derogatory to hisevery attribute ; so repng- 
nant to the prayer of every Christian. 
dootrine being so'inconsistent, let the enquiry 
be made-—ought there not to be something in 
scripture, very explicit, to warrant such a be- 


lief? But what is there so explicit on this | 


point? There is this explicit language to the 
contrary, ‘God is love.” He is ‘‘ no respecter 
of persons.” He is ‘ without partiality.” — 
He “will not contend forever.”” He ** will not 
cast off forever,” « for the spirit should fail be- 
fore him, and the soul which he has made”’ 
** Though he cause grief, yet will he have com- 
passion according to the multitude of his mei 
cies,” 
works ;” Ist John, iy, 8,16; Rom. ii, 11; 
Cal. iii, 25 ; Acts, x, 34, Job, xxxviii, 24 ; Ist 
Pet, i, 17; James, iii, 17; Isaiah, lvii, 16; 
Lam. iii, 31, 32. 

But what is the explicit language of scrip- 
ture that proves the doctrine of endless punish- 
ment 7 


the punishment of al/ the wicked for sin, be- | 


cause God is no respecter of persons; “ but 


he*that doeth wrong, shall receive for the | 


wrong which be hath done, and there is no 
respect of persons.” 
to prove the punishment endless in duration ? 
A dicmiie so heart-wiihering, so God-disho- 
noring. A simple adjective--a mere term— 
aterm which, Parkhurst says, ‘* denotes du- 
ration. or continuance of time, but with great 
variety."’ _ What a wonderful discovery ! what 
aprop for ‘endless misery! ‘The Greek aion 
and. its-adjective, from which all our English 
terms, rendered—eternal, everlasting, never, 


forever, forever atid ever, is variously employ- | 


ed. Itis used in the plural number, Ephe- 
sians, ii, 7; Heb. i, 2; Matt. xii, 32. How 
many. eternities are there? The scriptures 
also speak of the end of the aion; Matt. xiii, 
39,49, and xxiv,3, and xxviii,20 ; of a period be- 
fore thé aions an, Ist Cor. ii, 7; the begin- 
ning and end of the aions, Eph. iti, 9. Heb. 
xi, But does efernity begin or end? Is 
the doctrine of endless misery built on a mere 
term, which is thus variously employed? What 
a mighty foundation to build an eternity of 
misery upon; when the solemn sanction of 
the’'Great Jehovah is, ‘I have no pleasure in 
the death of him that dieth ;” notwithstanding 
he declares that for his pleasure, all things 
are and were created. Querie.—!f the Al- 
mighty has no pleasure in the death of him 
that dieth, ‘will death eternally reign? Will 
he suffer that to reign forever, that will be to 
him an'eterna! displeasure ? Will he not re- 
deem them from death? We have his word 


Ehe | 


‘* His tender mercies are ever all bis | 


ow we believe in the punishment | 
of the wicked for sin; but then we believe in | 


What is there so explicit | 


| for it ; 1 will redeem them from degth.*.~ 
Redeem whom from death ? Ephraim, that 
same Ephraim, of whom it was said, « he js 
joined to his-idols, let him alone.” . “© death, 
i will be thy plague: O Hell,'( Hades) T willbe 
“thy destruction ; repentance shall be hid irom 

my-eyes,”’ Hos. xii, 14. He will. swallow =p 
death in vietory, aud the Lord God shall wipe 

away tears from off all faces. “ The last enc- 
| my death shall. be destroyed.”. “ And when 
all things shall be subdued unto him, then shali 
the Son also be subject unto Him that pat-all 
| things under him, that God may be ALL IN 
ALL,” Isaiah, xxv, 8; Ist Cor, xv, 28. 

A. &. 

From the Western Recorder of 31st Tuly, 1827. 
| Died in Russia, Herkimer county, last 
| week, an aged Mr. Filloe, by excessive drink- 
ing.—He was an Universalist. 

FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

*Absconded from Port Byron, about a year 
since,’ the Rev. Mr He was a father 
without the title of husband. and had for some 
time been a student in the ‘Theological Semi- 
| nary, Auburn: 
*Auburn, July 20/1827.—Sent to the coun- 
| ty poor-house, S. N. an aged and coufirmed 

drunkard. He was for many years a member 
of the Presbyterian Church in this place, and 
| is now a firm believer in the Calvinistic faith, 
The above is a specimen of the castigating 
| course we might pursue if we could descend 
to use the weapons of our orthodox opponents, 
And what is proved by sucha course? Simply 
the ériism, that there are bad members in al! 
societies. 

Such discussions are odious; yet, if pro- 
voked, we can mark more, ‘infinitely morc 
black sheep in the orthodox ‘ranks, than-¢an 
be found amongst professing Universalists ; 
and that without respect to the numerical] force 
of the two sects. 

If the Lditurs of the Western Recorder, 
have no better arguments against “ the Abra- 
bamic faith” than the fag end. of am obituary 
notice, | beg they will call to mind the home- 
ly adage—“ he that lives in a glass. houso, 
should not throw stones.” Ss. 








* Faets susceptible of proof. 
SRE Ra AR RR 


Maraiace Cerrmony.—To. see: two rae 
tional beings in the glow of youth and. hope, 
which invest life with the halo of happiness, 
appear together, and openly acknowledging 
their preference for each other, voluntarily 
enter into a league of perpetual friendship, 
and call heaven and earth to witness the sin- 
cerity of their solemn vows, to think of the 
endearing connexion, the important conse- 
quences, the final separation, the smile that 








kindles to ecstacy at their union must. at 
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length be quenched in the tears of mourning ! 
but while hfe continues, they are to partici- 
pate in the same joys, to endure the like sor- 
rows, to rejoice and weep in unison. ‘This is 
the most interesting spectacle that social life 
exhibits. 

ADVOCATE AND INVESTIGATOR. 





‘ EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR TIE FAITY.”” 








EARLY IMPRESSIONS. 
There are many who. seem not toappreciate the 


importance of keeping the minds of children free from 
erroneous impressions; and many who know, by 
painful experience, how to estimate the evil effects of 
such dmpressions, are at a loss how to proceed in re- 
moyingthem. The following facts are stated that the 
reader may know how important it is to prevent those 
evils. 

It was the misfortuae of the writer of this article to 
be born and reared among those, who, innocently no 
doubt, gave countenance tu those foolish tales, and ab- 
surd sayings, which, having-no foundation in truth or 
reason, should never be repeated in the presence ofa 
child. The earliest associations of my mind, were 
concerning ** Old Bloody Bones,” “ Blue Beard,” the 
tragical death of Faust, hob-goblins, &c. &c. How 
often, while listening to these tales of the nursery, have 
my. teeth chattered with fear! The dread produced 
in my mind, by the expectation of seeing a spectre, or 
the * Old Nick,” can only be imagined by those who 
have felt similar emotigns. My infant mind was also 
faithfully impressed with “ a realizing sense” of the 
Devil in.all his various forms and shapes; and} do 
really believe, that had he appeared in any other garb; 
than that ofan “ angelof light,” should have known 
him, from the description I had heard ef his most potent 
majesty, as well as if he had been one of my playmates. 
With all his vames and titles, 1 was perfectly familiar. 
Nochild.ever knew his alphabet more perfectly than 
3 understood the'signifieation of all the names applied 
to him; andeacli different title conveyed ‘a particular 
jdea-of some charactenistick of this notable personage. 
Never shall I forget the words, * Old Nick,” “Qld 
Harry,” “ Old.Cloven Foot,” “ Old Evil One,” &c. 
Noreaf leven describe the horrours produced in my 
ming when threatened with being carried off alive by 
* thewery Old Scratoher himself !”’ 

Other impressions, though less alarming, are but 
littleJess detrimental to the peace and prosperity of 
the rising generation. Who has not been told, that 
to see the Moon over the left shoulder, on its first ap- 
pearance, is indicative of “bad luck?” Or who is so 
happy as-te have escaped a thousand cther fooleries of 
a similar kind? The evil consequences of beginning 
any important work, or starting a journey on Friday, 
aré often spoken of by the ignorant and credulous; 
* you must not cut your nails on the Sabbath, Jest you 
should be guilty of some crime during the week,;” “if 
you startto go to any place and return, you will meet 
with some accident ;” “if you sing before breakfast, 
you will cry before you sleep ;” &c. &c. &c. are among 


§ the sayings of the wise ones of the world! Such im, 





| pressionsas are likely to be made bythe repetition of 


such idle things, are hard to be eradicated ; and no 
good can possibly result from continwing'their ‘use, — 
Although reason and philanthropy will convincé'the 
judgmentiof the falsity of ull such foolish sayings; there 
are many, no doubt, who have cabse to lament’ that 
they were ever mentioned in thejr hearing. 

It is curious to reflect upon-the ideas which Have 
been impressed upon our minds in our younger Years. 
For example: the devil, is at once conceited of, 
whenever his name is mentiohed, as a great black 
creature, with eyes az!urge asa full moon, a tail of 
monstrous length, large pair of horns upon his fright- 
ful head, a cloven foot, and a long pitch-fork in his 
hand! Now, however strictly these ideas may con- 
form to popular opinion, {do not bélieve any pertzop 
ever saw such a devil; neither can I think there is 
any such beingin creation. Yet, we associate with 
the word devil or satan all these absurd and irrational 
ideas, until the light of reason and truth dispels the 
darkness in which our minds are oftentimes enveloped 
by an erroneous eduvation. : 

if clergymen, instead of striving to perpetuate these 
foolish things, would use every laudable means te do 
them away, it would, [ think, be doing service to 
mankind. The same remarks may be applied to the 
popular notions ofhell. Children are taught, even in 
thisenlightened age and generation, that hell is a *lake 
of fire and brimstone,” and that if they are net geod 
children, they will go there! Now, it:is known, that 
every reasonable person rejects| this absntditys and 
when the terms fire and brimstone are usét to cons 
vey the idea of punishment, it is generally done under 
the conviction that these terms are highly figurative. 
But the child is incapable of distinguishihg between 
literal and figurative expressiois; and henge: ought 
never to be frightened with the dreadfab tule.” Let 
ministers, therefore, do their duty, and the evils above 
hinted at, will soon be removed. 


WisO ine ANY, 
TEMPER. 


From Hints for the Improvement of Early Education. 


On no part of the character has education 
more influence. than on the temper; the due 
regulation of which is an object, of so great 
importance to the enjoyment of the.. present 
life, and to a preparation for a better. 

An authority such as has been, described, - 
firm, but affectionate ; decided, yet mild 5 im- 
posing no unnecessary restraints; but ‘em- 
couraging every innocent freedom and gratifi- 
cation exercised according to the dictates of 
judgment.and supported by rewards and pun- 
ishments judiciously dispensed ; is the best 
medns of securing good temper in.our chil- 
den and evinces that self-subjection an:our 
part which is essential te its successful cultiva- 
tion on theirs, ‘This, at once, will put an. end 
to those impulses of temper in ourselves which 
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are the’ most fruitful sources of irritation to 
others ; for, it is surprising, how quickly our 
own irritability will be reflected in the little 
onés around us. Speak’to a ¢hild in a fretfal 
manner, and we shall gencrally find that his 
answer partakes of the same character. We 
may teprove; we may punish; we may en- 
force obedience ; but all will be done with 
double the effect if our own temper remain 
perfectly unruffled ; for what benefit can rea- 
sonably be. expected, when we recommend 
that by our injunctions which we renounce by 
our example ? ; 

The. variations and inconsistency to which 
characters of impulse aze also Jiable, are _par- 
ticularly trying to children. There are few 
tempers that can resist the effect of being 


sharply reproved at one time, for what, at an- 
other, i dd oyet without notice; of being 
treated day with excessive indulgence, 


“ind thé next with fretfulness or severity. 

We alf have our weak and irritable moments; 
we may experiénee many changes of temper 
and feeling; but let us beware of betraying 
such variations. in our outward conduct, if we 
value the good temper and respect of our chil- 
dren’; for these we have no right toexpect on 
theif patt, without consistency on ours. 

Ifa fault be glaring, it must be seriously 
taken up; but in the management of the tem- 
per, especially in early childhood much may 
be effected by a system of prevention A ju- 
dicious attendant may avert many an impend- 
ing, haughty fit, by change of object, gentle 
amusement and redoubled care to put no 
temptation inthe way, if she observe any of 
her little ones weary, uncomfortable, or irri- 
table. This, for instance, will generally be 
the case with children when they first awake. 
They should therefore, then be treated with 
more than common tenderness; never roused 
from sicep suddenly or violently ; nor expo- 
sed to any little trials, till they have had time 
thoroughly to recover themselves. It is scarce- 
ly necessary to add how peculiarly this tender 
considération is. required, not only in illness, 
but — the various lesser indispositions so 
frequent in infancy. 

Children ought. not to be, unnecessarily 
thwarted: im their objects; which, at a very 
early age, they pursue with eagerness. Let 
them, if possible, complete their projects with- 
out interruption A. child; for example. before 
he can speak, is trotting after a ball ; the nurse 
‘snatches,him up at the moment, to be washed 
and-dressed; and the pocr child throws: himself 
intew violent passion. Whereas, had she first 
entered into his views, kindly assisted him in 
gaining his object, and then gently taken him 
up,’ this trial would have been spared afd his 
temper uninjured. 





We should avoid keeping children in sus- 
pense, which is often done from a kind motive, ! 


though with very ill effect. If a child ask his 
nurse for acake, and she can give ithim let 
her tell him so at once, and assure him thet 
he shall have it; but should she -be unable to 
grant his request, or know it would be impro- 
per for him, do not let her hesitate ; do not tet 
her say, “1 will think of it. we shall see,” bus 
kindly and decidedly refuse him. 

If he sees his mother going out, and: pétition. 
to aceompany her, it will be better she should 
say ‘ No,’ or * ¥es,’ atonce, for he will receive 
with ease am immediate, but kind refusal; 
when, probably. he would cry bitterly at a 
denial, after his expectations had-been raised 
by suspense. 

When a child is to goto bed, we ought not 
to fret. him for the last half hour, by saying 
every few minutes, ‘I shall soon send you to 
bed—Now, my dear, itis time togo—Now, I 
hope you will go’—but let him’ be told: that, 
at such a time, he is to go to bed’ and: when 
that time arrives, no. common:excuse should 
prevent it, ’ 

We ought also to be guarded against attach- 
ing too much importance to trifles; from this 
mistake, many an usejess combat arises in 
most nurseries. How often have F observed a 
nurse more disturbed, and a child more alarm- 
ed and fretted, at atorn or dirty frock, than at 
a breach of truth, or a want of generosity !— 
Here the lesser good is preferred to the great- 
er, and the primary objectof education forgot- 
ten.* 

By such measures as have been recommend. 
ed, accompanied by a quick sympathy with 
the peculiar characters, and peculiar infirmi- 
ties of children, much may be done towards 
forming among them a habit of good temper. 
Bat, such is the irritability both of mental and 
bodily constitution in childhood. that. with our 
best effurts, we must not expect unvarying suc- 
cess. 

From some hidden cause, generally to be 
traced to their bodily state, many children, 
perhaps all occasionally, are prone to a certaim 
fretfalness, or irritability, which will baffle 
every attempt to overcome it, and which, 
therefore, is rather to be borne with than op- 
posed—-never to-be humoured, but to be re- 
ceived with unmoved serenity and. patience. 
Insuch cases, there dppears to be noother 
method of proceeding. This, indeed, calls-far 
great, patience ; but, without great patience, 
who can perform the duties required towardg 
children ? 


* It is muchi to be regretted that dress is thes often 
madé tle subject of dispute and: irritation. Personal 
cleanliness is indeed indispensable; and dhildnen, 
whether it teaze them or not, must be_ thor 
washed. But their clothes should be so contrived as 
not to interfere with their freedom und enjoyment, or 
to require any great degree ofattention. Itlis dbaira- 
ble to keep them. as neatias the case admits-of, bat, to 
this, a nurse must take care that neither ber own tem- 
per, ner their’is sacrificed. 
















































* 


~~ A 
a0 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 





NEWS OF THE WEEK. 





Acomentr at Trenton Faris.—A melan- 
choly occurrened .took place-at ‘Trenton Falls 
on Friday Jast. A Mr, Suydam and family, 
(from -New York) consisting of a number of 
individuals; and emong them an interesting 
daughter of about 17 years of age, were om 
a ¥isit’ to the falls..and the young lady, being 
with Mr. Lang. in advance of the rest of the 
party, im passing a point of a rock fell nto the 
gtream and suddenly disappeared, Mr. Lang 
turned immediately to look for ber, but all that 
could: be. aiscavered was her bonnet rapidly 
sinking in the whirlpool of waters, She did 
not: tise to the top of the water, and any at- 
tempts to rescue her must not only have proved . 
unsuccessful, but have exposed any one to | 
certain destruction. Her afflicted friends, were | 
therefore, compelled to. look upon the dis- | 
tressing.sceie in mute despair, and to indulge | 
in unavailing: sorrow, without the power to put 
forthan effort to snatch her from an untimely: | 
grave) or without even being permitted to 
witness the last struggles of expiring nature— | 
to'see the “spirit wing its sudden flight to him | 
whogave if.” Death is an ordinary occur | 
rence, butiat such a time, insuch a manoer, | 
liis summons ‘is truly appalling —We look with | 
composure: upon the death bed of age; and 
evem youth and. manhood depart, in the or- 
dimary course of providence, without shocking 
our sensibilities; but when one so young, so 
guy, sO interesting, is taken from us in the 
atdour. of her expectations, in the bloom and 
freshness of health, at a moment too when her 
eyeissparkling-with pleasure, and ber heart 
buoyant with cheerful images, and not a 
thoaghtis fixed on death, it is inexpressibly 
painfal—the hearts of friends are riven with 
gtief, and sadness and melancholy are stamped 
on every brow. On Sunday morning, the body 
was found and brought to be interred. Her 
funeral was attended by the Rev. Mr. An- 
thon‘and a large number of our Citizens, who 
patticipate in the grief, with which this family 
Las been so suddenly overwhelmed. 

[Oneida Observer. 
a Pa 

Jesse Strang, charged with the murder of 
John Whipple. has had his trial at Albany, 
and brought in guilty. Mrs. Whipple, charg- 
ed as an accessary, has been tried and acquit- 


ted. 
| 
Fire.-—On the 25t ult. the store of Mr. W. 
Walsworth, of Ovid, was entirely destroyed, 
with all its contents. The goods were insured 
to the amount of $2,900 





onal 
The U.S. ship N. Carolina, Com. Rogers, 
has arrived at Norfolk, after an absence of two 


A Mistaxy.~—The “ Epitaphon Celvinism,” which 


‘ appeared in the 26th No. was through mistake reprint- 


ed in Nog30. This unintentional repetition may, how- 
ever, be turned to advantage; for we read of certain 
things which were “ twice dead, plucked up by the 
roots.” Perhaps this will be the case with Calvinism 
—which may God graut. Ep. 








Correretion.—In Mr. Bandcern’s lettet ‘to Mr. 
REESE page 234, for “ you have. no standing place,” 
read, * you have no sfarding place.” Andintwoin- 
stances on the same page for,“ right, and first,” read, 
“ right-end first.” 

jd 

Mr. Reese’s 4th letter, in answer to Mr. Badger's 
letter in our 30th No. is received, and will appear is 
our next. 











‘Poetics Department. 








Oh! would mankind but make fair Truth their guide, 
And force the helm from Prejudice and Pride, 
Were once these maxims fix’d, that God’s our friend, 
Virtue our good, and happiness our end, 
How soon must Reason o’er the world prevail, 
And Errour, Fraud aud Superstition fail! 
None would hereafter, then, with groundless fear. 
Describe th’ Almighty cruel and severe ; 
Predestinating some, without pretence, 
To heaven; and some to hell, for no offence 5 
Inflicting endless pains for transient crimes, 
And favouring sects or nations, men or times. 
To please him, none would foolishly forbear, 
Or food, or rest, or itch in shirts of hair ; 
Or deem it merit to believe, or teach, 
What reason contradicts, or cannot reach ; 
None would fierce Zeal for Piety mistake, 
Or Malice, for whatever tenet’s sake ; 
Or think salvation to one sect confin’d, 
And heaven too narrow to contain mankind. 
No more would brutal rage disturb our peace, 
But envy, hatred, war, and discord cease ; 
Our own and others’ good each hour employ, 
And all things smile with universal joy ; 
Fair virtue then, with pure religion join’d, 
Would regulate and bless the human mind, 
And man be what his Maker first design’d. 
ZIMMBRMAP, 
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